
Honors English 11 

Summer Reading and Writing Assignment 

Ms. Fine 

 

Required reading: 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter  

 Note:  You only need to read part of “The Custom House” 

introduction—from “The object that most drew my attention…” 

(around page 30) to “he need never try to write romances.” Proceed to 

read the entire novel from chapter one.  

  

 Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (finish reading by September 7th) 

 

Essay assignment 

 Your essay should be a minimum of two pages long (12 point font, double spaced 

with standard margins of 1.25” and 1”) but no more than three pages.  Develop 

your own thesis and support it through a standard essay format. 

 

 If you happen to use a secondary source, be sure to give credit to the source.  

(This is not required or suggested). 

 

 You will be graded on content and mechanics. 

 

 Avoid working in groups or using Cliff’s or Spark Notes.  One of the goals of this 

course is to give you the skills you need to interpret literary works on your own. 

 

 Students must arrive on the opening day of school with their composition; twenty-

five percent will be deducted from your grade for one day late and ten percent 

additional for each day thereafter (fifteen percent over weekends). 

 

 Your paper must be turned in to turnitin.com: 

 

Class name:     Honors 11 2018 

Class ID:         18018736       

Password/Enrollment Key:     Hon11 

 

 Late papers will immediately be docked 25% and then 10% for each day 

following. An on-time paper is a hard copy submitted to me during class and a 

copy submitted to www.turnitin.com by 8:00 AM on the first day of school. 

 

 

 The Scarlet Letter depicts a community that expresses a particular attitude 

towards sin, specifically illustrated through an act of adultery.  The two adulterers 

and the community react to the sin in vastly different ways.  Determine what these 

three separate reactions are and compare/contrast them in a well-reasoned essay, 

using specific examples from the novel to support your thesis. 

http://www.turnitin.com/


 


